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EERSEME /B PEANE  EMOJI RIDDLES

L8 f PX7E
_ A
% Want s.on become dragon? . 1. & ® @ (a fairytale)
@ Hold high hopes for one's child %%
o e 2. : %’ 3 & (a movie)
% Add flower on cotton? C j 2
@ Apples of gold in pictures of silver Q@@ 3. @ %& (a movie)

€ oa “, s

3. AWIAIS . ¥ ¥ ¥ ¢ @ $ el
% People mountain people sea?
@ Packed like sardines 5. . :@-‘ (a fairytale)
4. IEMIsM - #2282 6. W, T (a fictional character)

% Grow melons have melons, grow beans have beans?
@ We reap what we sow

7. & & & & B (a book)

5. BEKS - BXI¥ERE
% Mr. Choi lost his horse, maybe happy? 8. & @ & W O (a book)

@ Every cloud has a silver lining

9. ¥, @ L (a movie)
6. HPIKRL
% Open door see mountain? 10. .o & Wt (a fictional character)
@ Cut to the chase ;
B 71V LNV Y S Y AN A SRR
% People and things in groups ?
@ Birds of a feather flock together ¥3LL04 AUBYHOT OW3N 9NIGNI#'6
301aN[3%4 ANY 3148 NZWOM 3TLLITL
8 fmguﬁg\a SAWTOH HI00TA3HS 9 1Sv3agd 3l ANV ALnv3g s
S3TIIAUONT 3HL'h ONIX NOIT'E
% You have today? : :
) ¥1401002°Z SHYYMA N3AZS 3HL ANY ZLIHM MONS'I
@ You deserve it SUIMSNY 370AId IfOW32
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GREBK GODS AND

GODDISSES

Ancient Greek has lots of great myths. It’s a world with gods and goddesses, beauty and ugliness. A
vast majority of them also influenced the modern world. If you are curious about the world, you might
have realised that a lot of things have a mysterious myth behind.

1. Persephone, queen of the underworld

Persephone was the daughter of Zeus, the king of the gods, and Demeter, the goddess of
harvest and fertility. Demeter was obsessed with her only daughter and kept all men away
from her. However, Hades, the god of the underworld, fell for Persephone’s beauty.

One day, Hades took Persephone to the underworld to be his wife. This obviously left Demeter
heartbroken and distraught. She took a leave from her duties as the goddess of harvest and fertility,
making the earth dry up and harvests fail. The earth was in misery and an endless quarrel started
between Demeter and Hades.

Zeus, who was trying to settle the situation, decided that Persephone would alternatively spend half a
year with Hades and with Demeter on Olympus.

During the six months that Persephone spent in the Underworld, Demeter was not in the mood to deal
with harvest. According to ancient Greeks, these were the months of autumn and winter when land
was not fertile and did not give crops. When Persephone went to Olympus to live with Demeter, the
land would become fertile and fruitful again. These were the months of summer and spring.

It created the change of the seasons, the eternal cycle of nature’s death and rebirth.

2021/2022 school Magazine Issue No.40

Orion was a mortal who loved the life of a hermit. He admired
Artemis, the goddess of the moon and the daughter of Zeus.
Every night, winged horses pulled the moon. Artemis noticed
the man and fell in love with him. Nevertheless, gods couldn’t
mingle with the mortals. Artemis knew that but she simply
couldn't resist the temptation.

One night when Artemis was guiding the moon, she halted
her horses, and soared down to Orion’s side. From then on,
she stalled her cart over Orion's island and flew down to hunt
and play with the mortal every day. Apollo, god of the sun and
Artemis’ brother found out about the pair. He reported them to
Zeus.

Zeus was enraged and ordered Apollo to take a giant scorpion to the island. Apollo delivered the
deadly beast during the day and Orion fought the scorpion. After a few hours of battling, the scorpion
finally managed to plant a deadly bite on the hunter.

Artemis discovered her slain lover and was filled with grief and anger. She grabbed the scorpion and
flung it into the sky, where it was transformed into the constellation scorpius. She also placed the
body of Orion in the opposite side of the sky, where it became a constellation, to make sure that the
scorpion and the hunter were as far apart as possible.

That’s why we see Orion rising in the east in winter, and Scorpius retreating in the west.
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Alrecation

‘Hong Kong reported 30 new COVID
infections, with more than 10 presumptive
infections being detected. But one
presumptive, untraceable case popped up.’
Amid the persistent doom and gloom, we are
constantly bombarded by saddening news
of the coronavirus. The deadly coronavirus
pandemic rages in much of the world and the
global number of confirmed cases hurtles
towards the 400-million mark. The spiraling
number of cases sends a chill through
everyone of us. Without doubt, coronavirus
is a game-changer for people and industries
across the globe, accelerating fundamental
shifts in our ordinary learning and working

environment as well as our daily life.

In order to comply with the governmental
policies to reduce the risk of transmission,
schools have suspended face-to-face lessons
and switched to online lessons. Teachers
utilize the thriving video conferencing apps
such as Zoom and Google Meet to have
lessons with us. To be honest, online lessons
require great self-discipline. Having learned
how to minimize the distractions around us
so as to stay focused, we are able to have
better self-control. Likewise, officers and
white-collar workers have started to work
from home in a similar vein. As both of my
parents and | were spending most of the
time at home during the pandemic, we had

more chances to communicate with each
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other. They shared some fun facts about
their work and we chit-chatted about my
eventful school life, which indeed deepened
our understanding between each other and

strengthened our family bonds and cohesion.

Apart from changing our school and work
life, COVID-19 has also altered our original
lifestyle. Wearing a face mask, washing hands
regularly, using alcohol-based sanitizer, all
these precautionary measures have become
a routine of people’s life nowadays. The
pandemic has undoubtedly raised the public’s
awareness of public health and hygiene.
Back then, as we learned of this new highly
contagious and deadly disease with no
vaccine or treatment, many of us stocked
up food and toilet paper, started wiping our
groceries down, and went into lockdown,
venturing out only with protective gear.
Does the above scene resonate with you?
At that intimidating time, the entire city was
shrouded with endless fear and horror. As
the pandemic has dragged on, a majority of
people are languishing in a state of emptiness
and ennui. When you feel that ‘blah’ or ‘meh’,
your emotional reactions are subdued. The
sense of impending doom that plunged you
into action last year feels more like a nagging
headache now. Some are tired of being too
afraid, and many of us are just plain tired,

too.

It is understandable that you are sick of the
social distancing measures, tired of various
restrictions and fed up with the 6pm dine-
in curfew. Some may have lost their job and
suffered from unemployment thanks to the
waning economy. Clouded by the endless
stiff plight, we have lost our way and sense of
direction, as if we are swimming in the vast
ocean or running in the boundless desert.
What we can see is only the gloomy outlook:
It seems that we can never get rid of the
daunting coronavirus. Miserable yet realistic,
repeated infection waves are baked into
the cake. The pandemic is a marathon, not a
sprint to the finishing line. Admittedly, there
is still a long way before the city can see the
light at the end of the tunnel. All we need is
persistence. Oscar Wilde once said, ‘We are
all in the gutter, but some of us are looking
at the stars.” All of us are now in a difficult
time, bearing the brunt of COVID-19, feeling
desperate about the current situation,
worrying about all the unknowns and
uncertainties in the future. But we should
always have a positive mindset, embrace
everything with optimism and look on the
bright side, believing that ‘After everything is
over, after the pandemic is over, life will be
better and everything will return to normal.’
Every cloud has a silver lining. Do remember
to keep your face towards the sunshine and
shadows will fall behind you. What we can do

at present is to remain vigilant against the

virus, maintain standard public health and
continue the progress of vaccine and medical

innovation.

The pandemic has also changed our views
towards life. Most of us have once held the
illusion that life is everlasting and thus it’s
no big deal to waste our time. But for the
coronavirus, the escalating infection cases
and the skyrocketing death toll made us
realise how fragile our lives can be. Perhaps
the pandemic acts as a reality check
reminding us of the ephemeral and vulnerable
nature of our existence, and the ultimate
constraint that we each face. It is time for
us to discover that our inner-most instincts
are more about cooperation and giving,
and less about competition and grabbing.
Brené Brown once said, “The most powerful
moments in our lives happen when we string
together the small flickers of light created by
courage, compassion and connection, and see
them shine in the darkness of our struggles.”
Many a little makes a mickle. In the midst
of the malaise and melancholy, let’s ignite
the lighter on our hands, exert our solidarity
and collective strength to spread love and
care around the city. Together, We Fight the

Virus!
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PANDEMIC VS ME

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of
times," wrote Charles Dickens in A Tale of Two
Cities. He compared London to Paris as France
started evolving through the French Revolution
and the Reign of Terror. If we were to merge
the two cities, would you say it's heaven or hell?
The exact circumstances in 2022 are similar to
this combination. While economic prosperity has
been withering, on the bright side, the pandemic
has allowed maturation in various aspects. And

certainly, a new day will come.

How should we embrace this fight? Expressing
sadness and worries might be the go-to attitude,
but that burns us out quickly. Adopting a positive
outlook would be a more comfortable option
down the road. Striving for a manageable balance
between the overwhelming count of matters is
the proper way to answer. We can always see
the light at the end of the tunnel. Heaven is a
place on Earth if you have the correct mindset.
Meanwhile, work on squeezing yourself in some
‘me-time’ - time for one to reflect their emotions

and internal needs.

It is always easier said than done. It is regrettably
simple to slip into the trap of negativity. As time
advances, the mind becomes clogged like a gross
public toilet. It entails lower productivity and
mental well-being. Reviewing is a wise choice to
avoid the consequences. Try listing some of the

most noteworthy events that happened recently.

(_'— If you feel sentimental, try noting down a few

D

—

remarks about them.

writing about these occasions has become my

hobby, and | name them bitesize compositions.

(—|— Thanks to this pastime, | can share about my ups

O
-
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* and downs. Nobody wants to hear about the late

in autumn rants, so I’ll pass. On the other hand,
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when shower thoughts pop up, | jot those down
as well - from terrible jokes to thought-provoking
pieces. A decade later, there would be plenty of
memories written down. For the same purpose,
I also keep a diary. It’s more enjoyable than I
initially anticipated, so do give it a shot!

Another gain was new friendships. Meeting
new people is neat. It enables one to talk
to a wider variety of unique personalities
and learn from them. Maintaining friendship
is also a method to color up those dull
stay-at-home moments. It’s pretty relaxing
to chill out with a friend, talking about
random stuff. Carpe diem, as the Latins
have said. Moreover, | earned a handful of

IT knowledge from one of my pals.

Before this text comes to a close, I’d like to
attach an inspirational quote that | poorly
translated. It roughly translates to ‘Don't give
up. No matter how awful reality appears, do
not glance away and accept it the way it is.
If you are feeling adventurous, you could
attempt to figure out the sentence's source
(hint: there are clues scattered throughout
this text). It’s worth doing so :).

Author's note:

While ‘And most certainly, a new day will come,’ ‘is
the proper way to answer,” ‘Heaven is a place on
Earth,” and ‘the late in autumn rant’ do not make

logical sense, they are intended.

"Bitesize" is an intentional spelling. It is a
reference to BBC Bitesize, an online revision

platform.

ALTERATION

Amid the persistent battle against the coronavirus, thousands
of young souls, like me, get locked up in their homes and
thrown in front of computer screens as a substitute for
face-to-face lessons. While the harsh lights gradually blur our
vision, they also shed light on our shortcomings, clearing up
our picture for our coming alterations.

One of the most memorable lessons | have learned during
this period is related to myself. | remember clicking on
the wrong link on the first day of virtual teaching, only
to discover it five minutes after my lesson started. As
my teacher questioned about my late presence, | was
suffocated by shame and just could not bring myself to
speak. | buried my head into blankets, regretting how my
carelessness had wrecked my image. No one is perfect; yes,
this is common sense. When the desire to become our ideal
selves arises, though, understanding that sentence is easier
said than done.

As | dwelled on my failure of crafting a perfect persona,
my rational side told me how ridiculous it was to get so
triggered by a single miss. Not only will I put a lot of mental
stress on myself, but it is also unhealthy and unreliable
to create attractions by hiding all my weaknesses. | then
understood that | must learn to accept my flaws as a part
of me and try to improve them at the same time. | talked
to myself and then figured out some habits to minimize
my slips. For instance, | check the columns and days of my
timetable a few times before I click on lesson links, and |
now keep a journal to remind me of upcoming events and

deadlines. Things have since been working quite well, and

I am very happy that | discovered a more mature way to
construct my self-concept.

Discipline is another lesson the pandemic has taught me.
While teachers might assume that students always listen in
an online lesson, many of us eat or surf the Internet behind
our cameras (I am sure this is no secret). Being freed from
the surveillance of teachers, it is difficult to resist the lure
of our phones and food. I could not help gliding my hand
towards the tiny screen beside my computer and often
ended up swiping and tapping throughout the whole lesson.
Living such a self-indulgent life is truly enjoyable; however,
everything comes with a cost. As our assignments flocked
into our Classroom pages, what filled me up was first
annoyance, and then horror. It was at that moment | sensed
the void of my brain: | had nearly absorbed nothing from all
the classes | had attended. The only future | could see was a
sharp drop in my grades, and gone would be the praises and
pride I had had.
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| became aware that being unrestricted did not mean I had
escaped from the academic and social pressures; what
had changed was only that we had lost a force that had
been guiding our paths. To keep ourselves on track, we
ought to put our goals in our minds, identify the obstacles,
and set rules for ourselves. Knowing that my smartphone
was a major distraction, | muted it and put it in a spot far
away from my workspace. Although my mind is not strong
enough to put an end to my smartphone addiction, | have
at least found a way to control it. It was challenging to
withdraw myself from all the temptations, but that acted as
good practice and preparation for me to discipline myself
when | have more responsibilities in the future.

The pandemic has also guided me to cherish my family.
I used to identify my studies as the top priority, and that
gave rise to one of my catchphrases then - ‘Just get me
a takeaway; | don’t have enough time to study! For ages,
I have taken family time for granted, believing that it is
not scarce enough to be valued; but as the virus started
unraveling itself, it made me witness people | know getting
sent into quarantine camps, or even struggling for survival
on their sickbeds. Another day while our family was having
dinner, we stared at the television with concerned eyes,
listening to the reporter loudly announce an ‘infection within
a 9-second encounter with a patient’. Her voice echoed
in the dining room, and so in my mind. Who could have
predicted and dodged such an encounter? | pondered, and
then I fretted.

It was when | realized that, while morals, love, and probably
dependence hold our bonds together, they are way too
vulnerable to defend us against nature. It was the time
that | started to fear our family being split apart by the
sickness, which we could, apparently, do little to prevent.
It came to my realization that what we can only do now is
to seize the moments we still spend together, and support
one another during the hard times. If we can do virtually
nothing to change the situation, we may create a good
ending by brightening up our probably last days together
with the joy and hope family brings. While I still care about
my academics, | stopped quitting family mealtime, and we
often play card games together after supper. That brings us
closer and helps erase our helpless feeling for the pandemic.

The change that COVID-19 brought about is drastic enough:
we went from running outside freely to being forced to shut
ourselves in our apartments. We may be exhausted from it
and long for stability. But we should keep in mind that it is
insecurity that forces us to alter, rendering us more fit and
prepared for the rough and unexpected.




Sunrises and Sunsets
6E Wong Wing Sze

I watch the sun break the dawn
and lilac colour light up the sky
as the morning breeze gently sneaks in

through the tiny gap of my window.

In the wind, trees rustle;
in the streets, people bustle.
The sun drifts from the east to west slowly;

time is an arrow flying by me swiftly.

The edge of the clouds is dyed red orange at dusk
whilst Nature creates the palette behind:
from baby blue up above

to purplish pink down below.

When sunrises and sunsets alternate
and everything changes
just like the view outside of my window

here | wait for you to come along.
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